lintknapping, the art of making chipped stone
tools, may have begun as much as three million

years ago, when our ancestors began fabricating

crude stone hand axes. Through the ages,

stoneworking skills were refined, and
eventually spread to all inhabited
continents. In North America, the
manufacture of chipped stone tools can
be traced to the arrival of the “Clovis”
people on the continent, about 12,000
years ago. The Clovis people (also referred to as Paleo-
Indians) got their name from a site near Clovis,
New Mexico where the first examples of their stone
tools were found. Archeologists debate the date of
first arrival of humans in North America, with some
holding to the “Clovis First” theory, while others
insist that people arrived here earlier. Either way, it
is safe to say that when people first arrived in North
America, they brought with them a sophisticated stone
tool technology.
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Over the last 40 years, there has been a renewed
interest in this ancient craft. Today “flintknappers”
are found around the world. The word “flintknapper”
most likely had its origin in the German language.
When pronouncing this word in English, the “k”
is silent, so the word is pronounced “flint-napper.”
When saying the word “knap” in German, the “k”
is pronounced, and the word sounds like “ka-nap.”
The German word “verknappen” means to reduce
something or to make less of something, and the
German word “knacken” translates into “to crack,”
as in to crack a nut. Both cracking, and reducing a
stone in size, pertain to the flintknapping process,
since larger pieces of stone are reduced by chipping
it into smaller finished pieces. At some point, prob-
ably during the era of flintlock weapons, this German
word morphed into English, and those who produced
gun flints for the King of England, became the Royal
Flintknappers.

All stone used in flintknapping is high in silica content, and includes flint, chert, and obsidian.
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