Wonders
of Earth

up close

Ballston Spa High School
students observe springs and
rock farmations during tour

By CHRISTEN DEMING
Staffwriter

SARATOGA SPRINGS — Ballston Spa

I Iigh School students recently gotalessonin
loal geology ar the Saratga Spa State Park.

The group of 23 students traveled around
the councy m study fossils, warer and more.
“It's a’nnut seeing how much is right before
our eyes,” said I'ngh school geology teacher
DanLing.

As part of the daylong tour, Ling led his

students, all juniors and seniors, around the
state - park, rasting mineral springs and
examinitg rock formations,

‘Tasting the Polaris Spring, most students

winced at the warer's heavy mineral taste, It -

has every metal you can name,” Ling told the
students. Senior Robby Benton said he
enjoyed the taste of the warer as he filled up
his water bottle o takemore wgo. -
Ling, a science teacher at Ballston Spa for

‘14 years, has taught the geology course for

the past two years. He said he Tikes to focus
on ahservational |earn|11g to iupplemrmt his
in-classroom curriculum, Ling added.
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AROUND TE

STUDENTS from Baliston Spa H|gh Schaal pass the lsland Spouter and Hayes Well during their geology

_class wmtm Saratoga Spa State Park.

GEOLOGY Spa park teaches lesson

¥ CONTINUED FROM D3
ch is a geologic rock forma-

tion of calcium carbonate, Ling

pointed out to his students the
leaves that were slowly beco ming

fopsa{s in the tufa.

was interesting that we had

all this tufa,” said senior Dan

Karkotsky. “T've never heard ofit
F 3 * 6 .

before.
* Other stops on the wip includ-
ed Rock City Falls to study fos-
sils; Lester Park to observe stro-
matolite formations and Stark’s
Knob in Northumberland to
look at a 120-foot-tall igneous
rock formation.

For Ling, this was another
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OpPOTINItY to show them how |
geology in the classroom can be
experienced firsthand. “This is
where they grew up, but stuff
they never knew,” he said.

> Chr_i‘s'reﬂ Deming can be
reachied at 581-8438 or by e-mail
at clleming@ timesunion. com.
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! BALLS'I'ON SPA HIGH SCHOOL senior Elizabeth Binger and geology teacher Dan Ling examine a fossil found at Rock City Falls
ciuring a class fleld trip. The students also spent time studying tha geologyof Saratoga Spa State Park in Saratnga Spr[ngs

Aﬂer tasting some oflhr: park’s springs, bamtuga Pcrformmg Arts (_.entu. At tII
- the students hiked down the path that runs  end of the path is a large deposic ¢

_ along the creek near the walking bndge o Plaaseseelimﬁl'm



