Pluto’s not a Planet?!
Tylor Kunkle

A Look Into the Past

The word “planet” comes from the Greek word for “wanderer”. At the time of the
ancient Greeks there were 7 named celestial objects: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, the Sun and the Moon. These objects were so influential that the 7 days of the
week were named after them. However in 1543, Nicolaus Copernicus proposed the
theory of a heliocentric universe, meaning the Earth and the “planets” orbited around the
Sun. But then in 1781 Uranus was discovered and then Neptune in 1846 (Tyson, 2008).
Finally in 1905 Percival Lowell discovered a disturbance in the force- a gravitational
force messing with the orbits of Neptune and Uranus. He predicted where this
disturbance might be in 1915, but he died a year later without finding the source. In 1930
Clyde W. Tombaugh continued Lowell’s work and found what they thought was a new
planet, which Tombaugh named Pluto, after the Roman god of Death. 48 years later the
U.S. Naval Observatory discovered Charon, Pluto’s satellite. In 2005 more of Pluto’s
moons were discovered, Nix and Hydra. The New Horizon’s probe, launched in 2006, is
expected to fly by Pluto sometime in 2015 (nasa.gov, 2008).

Pluto’s Anatomy

Whether it's a planet or not, Pluto shares the same region with other icy objects in ‘
the Kuiper Belt. Objects that are in the belt are called Kuiper Belt Objects (KBOs). Pluto
can't be seen except with a telescope, and for a good reason. Compared to Earth, Pluto 1s
39 times farther from the sun. That's 3,647,240,000 miles, which is 5,869,660,000
kilometers (on average) and has an elliptical orbit. Every 248 years Pluto becomes closer

to the sun than Neptune for twenty years. The latest event was from January 1979 to


















