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Mississippi River Flooding

§ - 1. Earthen embankments, which are constructed parallel to a river to contain and reduce

flooding, are called / T Uee.ﬁ
the amount of l/(/(’:/’ I‘ﬂ MAS

. Around the Mississippi, these have reduced

available for natural flood control by 60%.

[2(, 2. Thecity of St. Louis, Missouri has huge floodwalls that contain the Mississippi River and

) E
keep it from flooding the city. But as Figure 5.2 shows, this creates a [)."/f/ oy gga K~
effect that floods the area MIDS yla Wl , including the town of /{'H +QM

'7 3. The flat surface adﬁemt to the river channel that is periodically inundated by floodwater is

called the i {2 . Even though 80% of the private levees failed

during the 1993 floods, many homes, buildings, and farms were built within the floodplain

o

behind these levees, Wthh a r to give people a *(’6\ l S€ sense of securitv.
9 P 3 ty.
/3 4. Since the floods, ‘Qﬁ(

interests have convinced local governments to allow

development behlnd levees. Weak floodplain __ V{4 4 (A4 ) [ionS and gov-
918 ety ¢~) wﬁ
ernment ) A Si¢ /; ¢S have allowed the construction of _ < = U

} g
new homes and other buildings behind levees. On the other hand some far-sighted com-

munities have decided to move new development to M Cf f o ground.
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5. The small streams which collect runoff and feed a river are called | ¢ | O\A Jar1 €S

while the region drained by a stream is called its drainage basin or

} L'{ } 6. As a stream goes from mountains onto plains, it slows down and deposits an

alluvial ~1C7«%n

into Cplj V) L;ﬁﬂ /‘lf C %gmq ¢ \ S

s
ating a hazard that is difficult to d \C

. Rivers entering these (or deltas) often split

which change position rapidly, cre-







